LESSON PLAN:   VERA RES - THE LATIN PRIMARY SOURCE PROJECT
Name of Project:     Tu Es Interpres: Petrus Martyr Anglerius et Opus Epistolarum

Objective:     Students engage in original translation of primary sources, sources that have not been translated into English previously in a published state.  They understand and execute, at an introductory level, the multitude of steps involved in this kind of endeavor, including:  analyzing manuscript text (orthography, transmission, condition & corruption), transcription of manuscript text, translation of transcription, and interpretation, et alia.
Time Frame:  4 to 6 weeks.
Critical Questions:     Think about the nature of primary sources (http://library.nyu.edu/research/subjects/primary/eval.html

 HYPERLINK "http://library.nyu.edu/research/subjects/primary/eval.html"
).   What are some potential biases embedded in this primary resource?  How is Latin from this time period different from the Latin of the late Roman Republic?


ESSENTIALS:


Cultural Context:   The Renaissance in Europe and exploration of the Americas by Europeans.  The extensive use of Latin for formal communication by Europeans in the 15th and 16th centuries.  Twenty-first century historians investigating primary sources.


Grammar Content:   Comprehensive advanced grammar content in both indicative and subjunctive moods;  the focus is on student identification of subordinate clauses and construction of complex sentences, utilizing all advanced grammar skills.  This lesson is generally appropriate for placement in the final two months of the school year.


ACTFL Standards (See Appendix I):   1.2, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1


Brain-based Learning Function:  Expressive and receptive language.  Sequencing. Higher order thinking.


Materials:  Pens, pencils, paper, index cards, computers, specialty orthography texts.


Technology Employed:  Digital projector, computeres, and/or photocopies.  


Interpersonal Learning Structure:  Individual, group, and team-of-two components.








Project Length:   Two weeks.











